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Overview 
 
The M.F.A. program in Film and Theatre is accredited by the National Association of 
Schools of Theatre. Master of Fine Arts programs in Theatre Arts reflect NAST’s 
highest standards. The Master of Fine Arts is a terminal degree for students 
interested in pursuing careers in film production, theatre arts, and in creative 
writing. 
 
Program Objectives 
 
M.F. A. Film and Theatre graduates will: 

 Be able to identify important works in a historical context and analyze and 

critique the significant schools of thought of film theory.  

 Demonstrate advanced skills in developing, producing, and have ready for 

exhibition a short narrative film.  

 Demonstrate advanced knowledge of film production. 

 Develop their acting/directing techniques.  

 Be able to apply theory in written and oral form.  

 Be able to apply knowledge of their specialty within the discipline of film.  

 Learn creative skills in the art of theatre design. 

 Demonstrate competency in a broad spectrum of theatre theory and production.  

 Have a creative Film arts understanding. 

 

 
 
Program Admission 
 
In addition to meeting the minimum standards for admission to the Graduate 
School, applicants to the program must provide evidence of their ability in their 
proposed concentration area either in the form of an audition or a portfolio of 
creative work.  
 
 
Program Requirements 
All M.S. Engineering students will complete 60 graduate credit hours.    Students will 
be assessed for sufficient progress at the completion of 18 hours.  At the completion 
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of 36 hours an oral and written comprehensive examination must be completed.  All 
students will complete a publicly presented creative thesis. 
 
Course Requirements 
 
Minimum Credit Hours: 
 

60 hours 

Maximum Transfer Credits: 
(See Graduate School policy on Transfer 
of Credit) 

20 hours  

Minimum Credits at 6000-level 15 hours 
Core Requirements: FTCA 6020 Form and Idea in the Media,  

FTCA 6040 Performance and Direction,  
FTCA 6060 Concept, Conflict and 
Character,  FTCA 6910 Studio Thesis I, 
FTCA 6911 Studio Thesis II, FTCA 6912 
Studio Thesis III,  FTCA 6005 Graduate 
Studies in Orientation 

Additional requirements for Film Arts 
concentration 

5500 Film Development and Planning, 
6510 Narrative Film Production, 6520 
Narrative Film Postproduction, 5530 
Advanced Project in Film Production, 
5566 Sound I, 5550 Cinematography, 
6565 Digital Theory and Application, 
6220 Screenwriting for Production, 6580 
Film Directing, 5540 History of Cinema I 
OR 5541 History of Cinema II, 5545 Film 
Theory and Criticism, 9 hours in 
application electives 

Additional requirements for 
Performance concentration 

12 hours in Production/Literature,  30 
hours in Directing 

Additional requirements for Theatre 
Design concentration 

6001 Practicum in Production, 6090 
Directed Independent Study, 6120 Scene 
Painting, 6135 Rendering Techniques, 
5160 Lighting Crafts and Techniques, 
5450 Adv Studies in Modern Theatre, 
6125 Dev of Style and Form, 6150 Dev of 
Fashion, 6110 Seminar in Scenic Design, 
6140 Seminar in Theatrical Costuming, 
6170 Seminar in Lighting Design, 9 
hours Electives 

 
Time Limit See Graduate School policy on time 

limits for degrees. 
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