


Date prepared: 8/8/25
 Syllabus 
The University of New Orleans 
Dept. of Philosophy 
PHIL 4250: Philosophy of Art (3 credits)
SECTIONS P001: Tuesday/Thursday 12:30-1:45
 Contact 
Information
 
 
 
Required 
Texts
 
 
 
 
Course Description
 

	Instructor:                        Dr. Sara Bizarro      
	Office:                              LA 107
Office Hours:                   Mon/Tue 2-4pm, please schedule here. 
Office / Mobile:                (504) 975-1373 
Email:  	                     sbizarro@uno.edu (add 'PHIL 4250' to the subject line) 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Stephen M. Cahn, Aesthetics: A Comprehensive Anthology (Blackwell Philosophy Anthologies) , Paperback –  2020, ISBN-10 ‏ : ‎ 1118948327
Note: The book chapters and other required readings will be posted on Canvas. 



CATALOG DESCRIPTION: : A critical inquiry into the nature of artistic production, performance, enjoyment, and evaluation. What is art? How does the concept apply to music, literature, painting, sculpture, architecture, dance, theater? What is the “aesthetic” experience? These and other questions will be explored through discussion of relevant readings and examples.
 
COURSE OVERVIEW: This class will address various topics in the philosophy of art. Some questions we’ll be addressing and discussing are:

· What is art? 
· What are the different conceptions of art throughout history?
· What is the relationship between art and beauty?
· What is an artist? 
· What is the nature of aesthetic experience?


 
 
  
Outcomes


 

Upon successfully completing this course, students will be able to do the following: 
 
· Have a grasp of the essential positions in the philosophy of art.
· Identify several important philosophers that work in philosophy of art and describe their theories.
· Be able to construct arguments regarding the nature of art and apply them to different arts. 
· Discuss and defend several positions in philosophy of art, compare and contrast different views.
· Work on a final project that is both an artistic project and a refelection on the nature of art.

 Grades
 

	Requirement 
	
	Final grade 

	Reading Assignments                     20 
Discussion Posts          	  20
Quizzes                                             20             
Exams.                                              20
Final Project                                     20
Total 	   	                                  100
 
	A B 
C 
D 
F 
	100 – 90 points 
89 – 80 points 
79 – 70 points 
69 – 60 points 
59 – 0 points 



Grades will be based on a 100-point scale distributed as follows:
 

				   			*Grades over .5 will be rounded up, so 89.5 will be rounded up to 90.

LATE WORK: Reading assignments can be submitted up to 10 days after the deadline. Perusall deducts points gradually. After those 10 days, extensions will only be granted in extreme and documented circumstances. In most cases no extensions will be granted. Quizzes and Exams must be taken before the deadline. The right answers are posted for the students 5 days after the deadline, no late quizzes or exams are allowed after this date. No late assignments can be made up also after classes are over. 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: Academic honesty is essential for learning, evaluating academic performance, and to the entire educational function of a University. For this reason, academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Academic dishonesty includes but is not limited to, the following: cheating, plagiarism, tampering with academic records and examinations, falsifying identity, and being an accessory to acts of academic dishonesty. The student code is available on Moodle and online at http://www.studentaffairs.uno.edu. Each student is required to pledge that all completed work will be submitted according to the principles of academic integrity as defined in the statement on Academic Dishonesty in the UNO Student Code of Conduct.
USE OF AI: AI is a tool as you learn and research, but what an AI says must always be confirmed by primary sources. AI uses affirmative statements when in fact it is pulling statistically out of materials it has available, having no way to evaluate que quality of those materials. AI’s affirmative statements can be misleading. Furthermore, when we read a philosopher, each person will create their own interpretation, and by reading the AI interpretation, you may be limiting your own ability to look at a text with “fresh eyes,” so to speak. Use all the research tools you have wisely, and always privilege direct readings of the materials posted. AI cannot be used to write any text you post for any assignment; this is academic dishonesty. You need to write the assignment yourself based on the information provided in the course.

CLASS CONDUCT: Civility must be maintained at all times in all discussion posts. No abusive, uncivil, or inappropriate behavior will be tolerated. Course Policies
 



ASSIGNMENTS

READINGS: Students will be expected to keep up on the weekly reading assignments on Perusall (accessible through Canvas). Readings are due on Thursdays so that you have time to reflect before our discussions that are due on Sundays. All required readings will be posted. The course book is used every week and can be purchased for an affordable price online. It will also be available on canvas, but I would recommend you get the physical book if possible.


QUIZZES: Every week, there is a quiz that asks questions about the materials posted under the modules that week. You have three attempts, and you keep the highest score. You have 20 minutes for each attempt.

EXAMS: Two exams will be a mix of quiz questions, definitions, short essay answers, and a video answer. Study guides will be provided.

FINAL Project: For the final projects, students will be divided into two groups, one working on Ben Shahan’s The Shape of Content and one working on Susanne K. Langer’s Feeling and Form. Each student will produce a short essay on one aspect of these books. The graduate students will be the book editors, will write the introduction, and will write one chapter of the “book,” as well as send a report on how the students worked with them throughout the class.

FINAL EXAM: The final exam will have questions from both previous exams and one video answer. This exam is optional; if you are satisfied with your grade, you don’t need to take it.
Course Policies
 

INCOMPLETES: Incompletes are only granted in extreme and documented extenuating circumstances and must be discussed and arranged well before the last class meeting. If a student asks for an incomplete at the end of the course, it will be denied, unless there are extreme and documented medical or other severe circumstances. If your situation is not documented, you need to find a way to officially confirm the reason why you are asking for an incomplete.  

WITHDRAWALS: Check the academic calendar for withdrawal dates. You do not need to tell me anything, you can withdraw within the University rules. I understand that life happens and sometimes it is not the right time to take a class. You can always return to it next semester. 

DISABILITY ACCOMMODATIONS: It is University policy to provide, on a flexible and individualized basis, reasonable accommodations to students who have disabilities that may affect their ability to participate in course activities or to meet course requirements.  Students with disabilities should contact the Office of Disability Services as well as their instructors to discuss their individual needs for accommodation.  For more information, please go to http://www.ods.uno.edu. 

STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES: Please remember that both the Library and   Learning Resource Center are available to assist all students regarding writing and research. 

 









                              PHIL 4250 Timeline
(subject to revision) 


	DAY 
	TOPIC/READING 

	

Week 1 

	
Introduction
· Meet and Greet - Syllabus and Course Preview.
· What is Philosophy of Art? 
· Course book, readings and course outline.
· Course assignments and grading.
· Required Reading: Plato, Hippias Major,


	Week 2 

	
Plato, Art as Imitation
· Plato’s art as imitation, techne, kalon, Kalon and mimesis.
· Required Readings: 
· Palto, Ion, Republic and Symposium.


	Week 3 

	
Aristotle, Art as Cognition
· Poetics, the function of storytelling, art as cognition by representing the universal in particular.
· Required Reading: 
· Aristotle, Poetics


	Week 4 

	
Hume, Subjective and Objective 
· Is beauty a subjective thing, or are there standards of taste?
· Required Reading: 
· Hume, Of the Standard of Taste


	Week 5 

	
Kant, Aesthetic Judgment 
· Aesthetic judgement as a disinterested attitude done for it’s own sake.
· Subjective claims with Universal validity. 
· Required Readings: 
· Kant, Critique of the Power of Judgment


	 
Week 6

	
 Hegel, The Meaning of Aesthetic Experience
· Art as manifestation of the spirit.
· The unity of content and form in art.
· Required Reading: 
· Hegel, Introductory Lectures on Aesthetics


	Week 7 

	 
Nietzsche, Art as Transformative
· Art as giving meaning to a chaotic world.
· Art as transforming pain and chaos into beauty and meaning.
· Required Readings:
· Nietzsche, The Birth of Tragedy 
  

	Week 8 

	
Tostoy, Art as Expression
· Art as communicating feeling from the artist to the audience.
· Art as genuine and straightforward as well as providing knowledge.
· Required Reading: 
· Tolstoy, What is Art?

EXAM 1


	 

Week 9 

	 
Clive Bell, Art as Significant Form
· Significant form as a form that provokes aesthetic emotion.
· Required Reading: 
· Clive Bell, Art


	Week 10

	
Collingwood, Art as an Expression of Emotion
· Art as expression shared with the audience.
· Art for its own sake.
· Required Reading: 
· Collingwood, The Principles of Art 


	Week 11

	
Danto, Contemporary Art and Interpretation
· Art as having to be interpreted in a certain intellectual context.
· Art states as depending on how something on theory.
· Required Readings: 
· Danto, The Artworld.


	Week 12

	
Peter Kivy, Philosophy of Music
· Music as provoking “aesthetic emotion” in the listener.
· Music expression as gestures.
· Required Readings: 
· Peter Kivy, Emotions in the Music

Final Project Proposals Due

	Week 13 

	
Noel Carroll, Philosophy of Film
· Movies as engaging emotion and cognition.
· Movies as combinations of several arts, visual, narrative and auditory elements..
· Required Readings: 
· Noel Carroll, The Power of Movies

	Week 14
 
	
Laura Seizer, The Art of Tattoos
· Tattoos as Art fulfill Gaut’s Cluster Concept view of art.
· Required Reading: 
· Laura Seizer, The Art of Tattoos

	 
Week 15
 
	 
Ben Shahn and Susanne K. Langer, Student Lead Classes
· Student projects presentations based on these two books.

EXAM 2


	
Exam Date 
TBA
 
	  
  FINAL ESSAY due with video.
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