

The Rosaline June Backus Endowed Scholarship
APPLICATIONS DUE BY March 27, 2026 at 4 p.m.
One time award of $500 in the fall semester for one student

PLEASE NOTE:  
All scholarship applicants must have a current FAFSA on file with the financial aid office. 
International Students must indicate their international status in their application. 
Women’s Center scholarships are for undergraduate students.

Completed applications may be delivered in one of two ways:
1. EMAIL PDFs to klrodri2@uno.edu AND womenscenter@uno.edu
2. PRINT hard copies and deliver to the UNO Women’s Center, Earl K. Long Library, 201 -NO STAPLES, Printed on ONE SIDE of paper

ALL materials for this application MUST be included as one file.
Please carefully review the following list of requirements and ensure you have included all materials for this award:

Please note the different materials required depending on whether the applicant is an incoming freshman OR a continuing student

FOR INCOMING FRESHMEN:
1. This completed application form
2. One letter of recommendation, from an employer or other professional referent. LORs should contain contact information for recommenders for authentication purposes.
3.  Short essay (maximum three typed pages) explaining why the applicant wishes to earn a bachelor’s degree and how doing so will impact her life.

FOR CONTINUING STUDENTS
1. This completed application form
2. College Transcript – either the unofficial transcript from Workday, or an official transcript from the Registrar, including transcripts from any other colleges or universities attended prior to attending UNO.
3. Spring 2025 midterm grades; unofficial copy is fine.
4. Short essay (maximum three typed pages) explaining why the applicant wishes to earn a bachelor’s degree and how doing so will impact her life.

APPLICATION FORM
Name________________________________________________ Date of Birth______________________
Local Address__________________________________________________________________________
Phone_______________________________       	Email _____________________________________
Student # ____________________________   	S.S.#: (last four digits only) ____________________
Employer____________________________________________ 
Position__________________________________    Work Phone_________________________________
Hours worked per week _______________________    Annual Income_____________________________
Marital Status ___________________	Number of Dependents & Ages ________________________
Standing at UNO (i.e., freshman, junior): _________________________
Major ____________________ Minor_________________ GPA___________
Credit hours completed____________    College semesters completed ______________
REMINDER: ATTACHMENTS
In addition to your Personal History Essay, remember to attach all the items in the checklist at the top of the page.  Before you submit your application, make a copy of everything for your own records. Submit your application materials according to the instructions on the Women’s Center Scholarships page.

IF SUBMITTING A HARD COPY, PLEASE PRINT ALL APPLICATION MATERIALS ON ONE SIDE OF THE PAPER ONLY!!! DO NOT STAPLE ANY PAGES TOGETHER!!
Rosalind June Backus (née Speer) was born in a rural town in Kansas in 1940 where food was often hard to come by and education was a luxury for her family. Reading was her escape. Borrowing from the library, she would spend her free time getting lost in a mystery or the wild landscapes of a Louis L’Amour novel. When she graduated from high school, college was far too expensive, so Rosalind worked. She fell in love with Thomas Backus, and they soon married. While raising five children and often working up to three jobs to make ends meet, Rosalind inspired a love of reading and writing in all her children. Though she was able to take a few college classes herself, she was never able to dedicate enough resources to complete a college degree. However, Rosalind’s youngest child graduated from the Creative Writing Workshop at University of New Orleans (UNO) with an MFA in Creative Writing. Sadly, Rosalind did not live to see her daughter earn that diploma as she passed away just days after her 59th wedding anniversary. This scholarship, established in Rosalind’s memory, is meant to uplift and inspire women who may be pursuing a bachelor’s degree after raising a family or working to make ends meet.
An applicant must:
· Be a registered undergraduate at UNO, at least 40 years of age at the time of the award. (Incoming freshmen may apply before they are registered but must be registered in the fall semester following in order to receive the award.)
· Have a minimum 3.0 GPA if she is a continuing student OR provide a letter of recommendation from an employer or other professional reference if she is an incoming freshman.
· Identify as a woman
· Exhibit academic dedication
A recipient must:
· Be enrolled for at least 12 credit hours during the semester she receives the award.
· Maintain full-time standing (no fewer than 12 hours during a regular semester).
· Maintain at least a cumulative 3.0 G.P.A.
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