
 
 

 

 

         
 October 30, 2020 

 
 
Dr. John Nicklow, President 
University of New Orleans 
2000 Lakeshore Drive 
New Orleans, LA 70148 
 
Dear Dr. Nicklow: 
 
On October 22, 2020, the Board of Supervisors for the University of Louisiana System approved 
the following requests from University of New Orleans: 

 
1. Request to award an Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters to Mr. Harry Shearer at the Fall 

2020 Commencement Exercises. 
2. Request for approval to enter into a Lease Agreement with Hynes Charter School Corporation 

and Friends of Hynes, both not-for-profit corporations, pursuant to the authority vested in La. 
R.S. 17:3361. 

3. Request for approval of a resolution granting authority for the issuance of Board of Supervisors 
for the University of Louisiana System Revenue Bonds not to exceed $8 million (University 
of New Orleans Project). 

4. Request to approve University of New Orleans’ Revised Internal Audit Charter. 
 

Enclosed for your records are the Executive Summaries with the resolutions that were approved 
by the Board along with the approved personnel actions.  If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 
 

Sincerely, 
  
 
      

Jeannine Kahn, Ph.D. 
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 



BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR THE 
UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM 

 
ACADEMIC AND STUDENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

 
October 22, 2020 

 
 
Item E.4. University of New Orleans’ request to award an Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters 

to Mr. Harry Shearer at the Fall 2020 Commencement Exercises.   
 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The University of New Orleans (UNO) requests approval to award an Honorary Doctorate of 
Humane Letters to Mr. Harry Shearer during the University’s Fall 2020 commencement ceremony.  Mr. 
Shearer is a highly acclaimed comedian, actor, voice-over actor, filmmaker, broadcaster, and author with 
a decades-long connection to New Orleans.  He earned his undergraduate degree in Political Science 
from UCLA and attended graduate school at Harvard University.  Mr. Shearer’s career in television and 
film began at the age of ten, appearing in Abbott and Costello Go to Mars.  During his career he has 
appeared in several films and television series, including Saturday Night Live and This is Spinal Tap.  
Mr. Shearer’s longest tenure has been as one of the main voice actors in The Simpsons, in which he is 
the voice of Ned Flanders and 20 other characters.  He has been a cast member for all 31 years of the 
show’s run. Mr. Shearer received a primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Character Voice-Over 
Performance in 2014 for The Simpsons; he also received Emmy nominations as a writer for his work on 
America 2Night (1978) and Saturday Night Live (1980).    
 

In addition to his work in film and television, Mr. Shearer is the host of the radio show and 
podcast, Le Show, which is heard on stations across the country and around the world.  The program is 
distributed nationally by WWNO, the New Orleans public radio station that is located on UNO’s campus.  
When Mr. Shearer is in New Orleans (he has had a residence in the city for over 30 years), he records 
Le Show at WWNO’s studios on the University’s campus.  In 2010 Mr. Shearer wrote and directed the 
film documentary The Big Uneasy, which addressed the impact of Hurricane Katrina, including the levee 
failures and flooding in metropolitan New Orleans.  The film was selected for several film festivals and 
won both The Golden Eagle Award and the Visionary Award at the DC Independent Film Festival.   
 

The University would like to recognize Mr. Shearer’s remarkable achievements in film, 
television, and radio as well as his longtime advocacy for New Orleans and UNO.  He is an outstanding 
artist who has been involved in groundbreaking work and who has demonstrated a deep attachment to 
and understanding of the city and its people.  As such, the University of New Orleans would like to 
honor Mr. Shearer by awarding him an Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the University of 
Louisiana System hereby approves the University of New Orleans’ request to award an Honorary 
Doctorate of Humane Letters to Mr. Harry Shearer at the Fall 2020 Commencement Exercises. 



BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR THE  
UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM 

FACILITIES PLANNING COMMITTEE 

October 22, 2020 

Item G.4. University of New Orleans’ request for approval to enter into a Lease Agreement 
with Hynes Charter School Corporation and Friends of Hynes, both not-for-profit 
corporations, pursuant to the authority vested in La. R.S. 17:3361. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

UNO requests approval to enter into a Lease Agreement with Hynes Charter School 
Corporation and Friends of Hynes, which was developed from the Memorandum of Understanding 
between both parties approved by the Board of Supervisors in February 2019.  The lease agreement 
to Friends of Hynes will more fully identify the property on the UNO campus in Attachment C- 
Legal Description of Leased Premises of the lease agreement.  Friends of Hynes will design and 
construct, at its sole cost, a facility to house a Charter School and will execute a sublease with 
Hynes to provide a quality education for K-8th students in the area.  The initial term of the lease is 
for five years. 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted: 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves University of New Orleans’ request for approval 
to enter into a Lease Agreement with Hynes Charter School Corporation and Friends of Hynes, 
both not-for-profit corporations, to proceed with execution of a lease agreement pursuant to the 
authority vested in La. R.S. 17:3361.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that University of New Orleans has obtained final review 
from UL System staff, legal counsel, and shall secure all other appropriate approvals from 
agencies/parties of processes, documents, and administrative requirements prior to execution of 
documents.   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the President of University of New Orleans or his 
or her designee is hereby designated and authorized to execute any and all documents associated 
with said lease. 

AND FURTHER, that University of New Orleans will provide the System office with 
copies of all final executed documents for Board files. 

Approved on 10/22/20 by the Board of Supervisors for the University of Louisiana System
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR THE 
UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

October 22, 2020 

Item H.2. University of New Orleans’ request for approval of a resolution granting authority 
for the issuance of Board of Supervisors for the University of Louisiana System 
Revenue Bonds not to exceed $8 million (University of New Orleans Project). 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The University is in the process of acquiring and implementing cloud-based enterprise 
resource planning software.  Because of the cost of the software, the University desires to finance 
the acquisition of the software through the issuance of Revenue Bonds.  The University is 
requesting that the Board of Supervisors for the University of Louisiana System, acting on behalf 
of the University (the “Board”), issue its not to exceed $8,000,000 Revenue Bonds (University of 
New Orleans Project), in one or more series (the “Bonds”) for the purpose of (i) providing funds 
to finance the acquisition of cloud-based enterprise resource planning software (the “ERP 
Software”); (ii) funding a debt service reserve fund, if necessary, and (iii) paying the costs of 
issuance of the Bonds (collectively, the “Project”). 

Annual debt service for the proposed Bonds will be secured and payable from the 
University’s Pledged Revenues, which will be defined in the Bond Resolution as follows: 

“Pledged Revenues” means (1) all revenue derived by the University from the levy and 
collection of the Facilities Use and Maintenance Fee; (2) all revenue derived by the University 
from the levy and collection of the Building Use Fee; (3) all revenue derived by the University 
from the levy and collection of the Student Health Services Fee. “Facilities Use and Maintenance 
Fee” means that certain facilities use and maintenance fee instituted by resolution adopted by the 
Board of Supervisors of Louisiana State University and Agricultural and Mechanical College dated 
December 4, 1971, as increased pursuant to the authority of La. R.S. 17:3351.7, as amended, the 
revenues of which are authorized to be used for the purpose of the construction, enlargement, 
remodeling, equipping, and furnishing of buildings (including the provision of software associated 
therewith), utilities and land improvements on the campus of the University. “Building Use Fee” 
means that certain building use fee authorized to be levied by the Board and collected by the 
University pursuant to La. R.S. 17:3351.19, as amended, the revenues of which are authorized to 
be used to construct, acquire, repair, maintain, operate, or improve the facilities and physical 
infrastructure of the University. “Student Health Services Fee” means that certain student health 
services fee approved by referendum of the students of the University in May of 1989, the revenues 
of which are authorized to be used to improve health services available to students of the 
University. 

Approved on 10/22/20 by the Board of Supervisors for the University of Louisiana System
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The Board and University have not and will not pledge its full faith and credit or State 
appropriated funds to make any debt service payments on the Bonds. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted: 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby authorizes the issuance of not to exceed $8,000,000 Board 
of Supervisors for the University of Louisiana System Revenue Bonds (University of New Orleans 
Project), in one or more series, for the purposes of financing the Project. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the University of New Orleans shall obtain final 
review from UL System staff and legal counsel to the Board, and shall secure all other appropriate 
approvals from agencies/parties of processes, documents, and administrative requirements prior 
to execution of documents.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the President of the University of Louisiana System, 
and his or her designee, and the President of the University of New Orleans, and his or her 
designee, are hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents necessary in 
connection with the issuance of the bonds described herein. 
 
 AND FURTHER, that the University of New Orleans will provide the System office with 
copies of all final executed documents for the Board’s files. 



BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR THE 
UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

October 22, 2020 

Item H.3. University of Louisiana System’s request for acceptance of revised Internal Audit 
Charters for (a) Grambling State University, (b) Louisiana Tech University, (c) 
Nicholls State University, (d) Northwestern State University, (e) Southeastern 
Louisiana University, (f) University of Louisiana at Monroe, (g) University of 
Louisiana System, and (h) University of New Orleans.  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Internal Audit Charters set forth the purpose, authority, and responsibility of the 
internal audit activity for the University of Louisiana System and its individual campuses.  The 
Charters have now been modified to reflect compliance with mandatory guidance of the 
International Professional Practices Framework. Specific updates were made to eliminate the 
reference to having an External Validation conducted by July 31, 2020, and changing to every five 
years as required by the Standards for the Professional Practice of Internal Auditing. 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted: 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves University of Louisiana System’s request for 
acceptance of revised Internal Audit Charters for (a) Grambling State University, (b) Louisiana 
Tech University, (c) Nicholls State University, (d) Northwestern State University, (e) Southeastern 
Louisiana University, (f) University of Louisiana at Monroe, (g) University of Louisiana System, 
and (h) University of New Orleans.  

Approved on 10/22/20 by the Board of Supervisors for the University of Louisiana System



Approved on 10/22/20 by the 
Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System



Approved on 10/22/20 by the Board of Supervisors for the University of Louisiana System
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