
Research Competitiveness Subprogram (RCS) 2025-26

Program Objective: The specific objective of the RCS is to solicit research proposals designed to build and 
strengthen the fundamental research base and competitiveness of Louisiana's universities. The proposed 
research must include fundamental (basic) research contributions rather than simply the application of existing 
knowledge. 

The RCS is a stimulus program directed toward those researchers who are facing barriers to becoming 
competitive on a consistent basis in the Federal R & D marketplace and who—with some assistance from the 
Support Fund to implement their plans to overcome whatever barriers they have identified which have stood in 
their way—clearly have a strong potential for enhancing their competitive status within a limited time span. For 
this reason, it is unlikely that researchers and/or research groups that are already established and federally 
funded (unless they are moving into a new field of research and also fit the above criteria) would be highly 
competitive.  

Established researchers that are already competitive and heavily funded are strongly encouraged to participate 
in research proposals submitted to the RCS in an advisory capacity, but they shall not receive funding under 
this subprogram. Those individuals or groups that have no previous funding records, but who wish to 
submit a proposal, are strongly encouraged to join with researchers who do have a history of Federal basic 
research funding research fields. 

Program Type: 

1. RCS:

• Projects can only last one year (June 1, 2026–June 30,

2027)

• Maximum request is $200,000

PI & Co-PI Eligibility: 

• Only tenured, tenure‐track, or research professors employed on a full‐time basis by an eligible

Louisiana institution of higher education may act as principal or co‐principal investigators.

• An eligible faculty member may serve as a principal or co‐principal investigator on a maximum
of one RCS grant at any one time.

• While co‐PIs are allowable, one and only one individual must be listed on the cover sheet as principal
investigator.

• If you received RCS funding in prior years, those contracts must be fully closed out before submission
of NOI or proposal.  This includes approval of final PI reports by BoR.

Eligible Disciplines: 
All Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) disciplines are eligible on a rotating basis. 
Note that the topic of the research proposal should be used to determine eligibility, not the academic training of 
the potential applicant(s). 



Eligible disciplines for 2025-2026 include:

• Chemistry                                                                           
• Health & Medical Sciences

• Engineering B (Industrial, Materials, Mechanical, etc.) 

RCS Funding Guidelines: 

• PI salary & payroll benefits (25% academic
year + 2 summer months)

• Student and support personnel

• Travel

• Supplies

• Publication costs

• Equipment (For FY 2025-26 no cash match
required)

• Other expenses

• 25% F&A rate calculated only on salaries,
wages, and payroll benefits

Cost Share: 

• Cost Share is NOT required. 

Budget & Justification: 
PIs should use either: (1) the Budget Generator, which produces a budget and a justification, or (2) the Board 
of Regents Excel template provided on the Office of Research’s website and a manually-drafted justification. 

SUBMIT EARLY! 

The Office of Research must review and submit all proposals 
for the University by the listed deadline. 

Proposals will be processed in the order they are received. 
Proposals received on the day of the deadline may not be submitted at all. 

BoR Notice of Intent due by 12:00 PM NOON in LOGAN 
UNO Proposal Routing Form due by 4:30 PM in Cognito 
BoR Questions Final Date by 4:30 PM via email or phone 

Relevant Deadlines: 
Thursday, September 11, 2025 
Friday, September 26, 2025 
Wednesday, October 1, 2025 
Friday, October 17, 2025 BoR Proposal due by 12:00 PM NOON in LOGAN 

For more information, you can access the RCS RFP here.  

With any questions, contact Burt Neal (bdneal@uno.edu).

• Biology                                                                         
• Computer Science
• Earth/Environmental Sciences 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/unoresearch1/budgetgenerator
https://www.uno.edu/research/funding/budget-development
https://www.cognitoforms.com/unoresearch1/proposalroutingform
https://www.uno.edu/media/22651
esigler
Highlight

mailto:bdneal@uno.edu


Checklist - RCS 

1. Confirm Eligibility

[  ] Tenured, tenure‐track or research professors employed on a full‐time basis

[  ] Project is research based; budget is under $200,000 and can be completed in one year

2. Administrative

[  ] LOGAN account created

[  ] Proposal Routing form submitted by Friday, September 26, 2025

[  ] Budget Generator or template filled out 

[  ] Budget Justification explains budget 

3. Notice of Intent (completed in LOGAN)

[  ] Cover Page web form – title of project, investigator name, amount requested

[  ] Project Summary (250 words max)

[  ] Submitted electronically via LOGAN by 12:00 PM noon on Thursday, September 11, 2025

4. Final Proposal Submission (completed in LOGAN)

[  ] Single Proposal Narrative PDF (10 pages max) with numbered pages and 1-inch margins includes:

[  ] “Rationale of the Project” section  

[  ] “Research Plan” section  

[  ] “Involvement and Qualifications of Investigators, Other Faculty, & Students” section 

[  ] “Institutional Capabilities & Commitments” section 

[  ] “Bibliography” (not included in page limit, but 2 pages max) 

[  ] Single Appendix PDF (15 pages max) includes, if applicable: 

[  ] Attachments/Supplemental Information 

[  ] Letters of Support 

[  ] Uploaded or entered into LOGAN: 

[  ] Cover Page web form 

[  ] Project Summary web form (250 words max) 

[  ] Goals & Objectives PDF (1 page max) 

[  ] Proposal Narrative PDF (10 page max)

[  ] Budget form 

[  ] Budget Narrative/Justification PDF 

[  ] Current & Pending Support  

[  ] History of Support form (for last five years) 

[  ] Appendix PDF (if applicable, see Section 7 in RFP)

[  ] Submitted electronically via LOGAN by 12:00 PM noon on Friday, October 17, 2025

https://www.cognitoforms.com/unoresearch1/proposalroutingform
https://www.cognitoforms.com/unoresearch1/budgetgenerator
https://www.uno.edu/media/35246
https://www.uno.edu/media/35241



